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REPORT. 


To the Honorable State Board of Education of Oregon: 


Asa prelude to the formal report which the law requires, I take 
the liberty of presenting a brief historical sketeh of the iustitution I 
represent. f 

This school has been for ten years in what may be termed an experi- 
mental stage. The Legislature of 1870 passed a joint resolution ap- 
propriating $2,000.00 with a view to initiating this work, and giving 
the State Board of Education discretionary power in its expenditure. 
Only a small beginning could be made with this sum; but Mr. Wm. 
S. Smith, the first teacher, himself a deaf-mute, displayed commend- 
able energy in his work, supplying his school room with such farnitare 
as he conld“make by hand, visiting different parts of the State to in- 
duce parents to send their children, and beginning the work of teach- 
ing with such books and other helps as could be obtained, The first 
building occupied by the school was the one known as the Island 
House, in the northern part of the city. The first term opened with 
seven pupils, and the school was so far a success during the first two 


years that the Legislature of 1872 increased the appropriation to ~ 


$1,000.00. Soon atter the school was removed to the building owned 
by the Sisters of Charity, and formerly ocenpied by the Academy of 
the Sacred Heart, This building was occupied until May, 1879. P. 
S. Knight began giving lessons to the higher class in 1872, and in 

: 1874 was appointed principal, under an act passed by the Legislature 
ofthat year. Mr. Smith retired from his post in the fall of 1876, and 
Mr. John H.-LaRue served for a time as assistant teacher. The winter 
term of 1876-7 was taught by Mr and Mis. Knight. Mr. L. C. Tuck 
eame from the East under appointment of the Board, and began teach- 
ing in September, 1877. e resigned and removed from the State 
atter the close of the term in 1879. 

The appropriation of 1874 was $4,500.00 for the two years, and that 
of 1876 was $8,000.00. In 1878 the appropriation for the School for 
the Blind was attached and the amount: for the two was made $10,- 
000.00. Mr. Knight resigned the position as principal in 1878, and 
was reappointed in February, 1880. l 

The formul part of this report, which follows, is designed to cover 
only the five months from the date last above named to July lst, 1880. 

As there had been no session of the school for the larger part of a 
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year previously, it was found necessary to take the work in hand de ; 
novo. Buildings had to be rented, and toa great extent newly form 
ished, as much of the old stock was worn out or broken and unfit for 
use. "This necessarily made the expense of starting much greater than 
it would otherwise have been. 2 

A building owned by A. Bush, Esq., at the south end “of Church 
street, in a retired and healthy location, was finally dbtained for our 
purpose at the very reasonable rent of-$15.00 per month. In addition 
to this a block of land near by was rented for garden purposes. 

Mr. and Mrs. McCullough, an elderly conple, well adapted to the 
work, were placed in charge of the house-keeping and industrial de- 
partments, and Mr. Win, S. Smith was employed as teacher, As the 
pa is required, under the new arrangement with the Board, to 

eep all accounts, purchase supplies, and superintend the entire work 
of the institution, it is found impossible for him to devote very much 
time to actual teaching. In view of this Mrs. P. S, Knight has been 
placed in charge of the higher class and teaches regularly during aH 
school hours without compensation, 

The term just clused has been a very quiet and pleasant one, the 
health of all having been unusually good, all parties having worked 
together in harmony, and the pupils having made marked and sub- 
stantial improvement. ° 

It has been the aim during the term to make all the necessary work 
of the institution serve as a factor in the general work ot edncation. 
The girls have been required to assist in the Jight house work, and the 
garden has proven a helpful influence in the schooling of the boys, and 
will in the end "nore than cover all expenses connected with it in the 
supply of vegetables, Aside from the necessary team work this gar- 
den has been entirely cared for by the buys and their superintendent 
ont of school hours. The boys and girls enter cheerfully into the plans 
of their teachers in these respects and seem to enjoy their working 
hours fully as well as any part of their daily employment, 

It is the aim of the present management to make the education of 
these children substantial and practical. So long as matters remain as 
they are in society, about one to every fifteen hundred of our popula- 
tion will be deaf and dumb. Shall this elass be educated to self sup- 
port, or shall they exist’ as’ a dangerous and dependent element in 
society? This is the question for our State to answer, 

Leaving out all motives of hnmanity and benevolence, the simplest 
rules of economy and public policy can dictate but one answer. And 
it is not merely book learning that these people need ; indeed we may 
say itis not that at'all. They need to be brought into communication 
with the world and taught some simple and honest means of earning a 
living. There eught to be a mechanical department in the school 
where both boys and girls could learn at least the radiments of some 
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useful trade. The State provides, and rightfully, for the insane and 
criminal classes both on the score of hnmanity and public safety. 
Here is a class, not insane, not eriminal, capable of becoming throngh 
neglect, a burden to themselves and others, capable under wise man 
agement and at a modest outlay of being made happy and useful mem- 
bers of society. And not only is it the policy of the State to provide 
for the insane and criminal classes with a view to publie safety, but, 
with the same object in view, the common school is supported in order 
that the youth ofthe land may be prepared fur the intelligent exeicise 
of the duties of citizenship. Here is a class of persons entirely debar- 
red from all the benefits to be derived from the common school. They 
derive no direct benefit whatever from those public educational en- 
dowments known as the common school and nniversity funds. Isit 
not the plain duty of the State to make some permanent special pro- 
vision for that elass of persons who, through no fault ot their own, are 
debarred from participation in the general benefits of our educational 
system? The parents of these children who are tax-payeis help to 
support the common schools. Hae they not a right to ask for their 
children the same advautages that they thus help to bestow upon those 
more fortunate ? à 

This grave and interesting question is submitted to your Honorable 
Board and to the people of Oregon with a belief that its consideration 
will result iu timely and intelligent legislative action. ^ 

For further particulars, inquiries should be addressed to the princi- 

al, 
P All of which is respectfully submitted, 

P. S. KNIGHT, 
Saem, 10th July, 1880. Principal. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


The following financial statement covers all expenses incurred to 
the present time. The itemized statement in the Secretary's report 
may be somewhat increased by accruing bills: eo. 

Salaries of principal and teachers...............,.. y. 8$ 533 33 

Salaries of matron and help,............... ........ 250 00 

Team work and fertilizers, garden, ......ooororcao... 56:50 


Hauling ....... ei esee Rm s 1900 
Furniture and repairs........ x c c e e ss Ke cc 25 10 
Stove and crockery .., .......... een ns ness. 106 95 


Lumber... ccc cece ee eene eee nn nns. . BLBI 
Groceries and provisions. ........ x < K e e oooomo.. 167 46 
Incidental expenses............. enean n eee 18 70 
Books and stationery... x x x x e K K eee cocos. eos. 80 00 
Hardware 0... ss sc < x as eee cece tee ns. 22 13 
Meats .......... TNI eer nns. OT 09 
Rent.. ........ ese esa Curta ano e KRK oo. bras 45 00 
Milk «ex cos vera sice 15 00 


« 


Total REG BLIES 00 


mea 


RULES FOR ADMISSION. 


Pupils residing in the State are regnired to come provided with 
clothing and bedding suflieient to last the succeeding term. They 
must also be provided betore the close of the term with return ticketa, 
or a sufficient amount of money to pay their fares home. 

Washington Territory has enacted a law authorizing the education 
of mute children from that territory.in this institution, and pupils 
from that territory must have a certificate from the Governor or Ter- 
riturial Secretary 1equesting their admission. 

Pupils from other States or Territories may be admitted on the pay- 
ment of $200 per annuw.. 
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LIST OF PUPILS. 
Enrolled during the two years, with postoffice address of each. 
OREGON. $ 


cee 


NAME, POSTOFFICES 7 ~ COUNTY. 


Pole, Le era varanda a... senna Albany Perk 4924959909999 ann v*"9*ut9694 Linn , 
Baker, Eli, Tr... ... eee eee cee lad Tidings ...... asonooonacaor o  Clackámas, 
Cason, John W.... cesse p esen r se es» | Monitor MIs... «sees enan a a ces. S | Marion, 


Deakins, D. 1 C2 TTI [TTI r LED. : K 
Deakins, Polly.. <s evas se ee cesses es | SCÃO eee sse eee nre Ka e 27020. «o (LINN, 
Early, Elizabeth. «ss ne cret eaer rs | SAEM., «esea sss Kenan so o ono] Marion. 
, Estou Siméon D,, css ss crs acs v vr < |Bilverton vip K e eee eenn nede as (Marion. 
. Elkins, James L-e ss es sesa sss e s EMoninouth... sassa c aa n as easa ss «| POLK, 
England, Mary HHH UT 1 1 HHHH or LANE, + 
Folard, Katie M sne ees ....| Tillamook ......... sisane sera (Tillamook. 
Gaines, John Pi... eee var sran s s Hoebsnon, esea leues oer senses LIDO, 
Harper, Mary Ann na sxs «scs g ses es | Brownsville evessa cen Ka nas ns < (DIDO, 
8, OVETtOD. + e s scs nea onen ss (MONMOUTH. sea Luise naaa s | Polk. 
Harris, Kat HHH L LT 12T] 1 7 THT L TT 
Harris, B DH T (T TT 1 HHIHH ]POlk. 
Lance, Mary HHIHH -[Eant. 19 3 TT THI (Multnomah. 
Owens, J E ..... enx ennas anave vs JMOMÄNDNVÄLIE aep ..... osorárso se PYambill, 
Rogers, EBS, --s ccs c ec s vsa s css cs | McMinnville... asas Kea ees x es [Yamhill 
Stages, Sylvester HIHIH ROCK Creek HHIHH LTO T 
Walker, al THI cor] The 3 12] CTH . 
Wann, James BUCS sus Sores setas ace ORION: cage costa eosakoseesoscesevs | MREIOD, 
Westlall, DOTA .oancoroncancaoraco dAlbany aonane coroarooronarrooron as | Linn. 
Wilcox, John r0.r...oooomrnocaroor»»¡SPriugleld..soromomomasnaooa veces LADO. 
Whitaker, Fannie... ........-..-..|Coryallis Laus sa eae aeae e s | Benton 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
= 
NAME, POSTOFFICE. - COUNTX. 
AO acces Seattle wenn RAST TRAD ran 54459 FHKE King. z 
Bullock, Annie... x «sas c +x aasa [Cowlitz .. s6254ve1999 «2498952529 KaR K Lewis, 
McCarver, Naomi....coquve co sosa DTACORB. . A ene rennen 
Anider, Joseph............ 14. Ss. (OLYMPS. os en nen cesses ries. | Thurston. 
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